THE   CAREER   OF   THE  FOX  SISTERS

at the time. Shortly afterwards he died (in 1857),
and the widow, now calling herself Mrs. Fox-Kane,
forswore all phenomena for a time, and was received
into the Roman Catholic Church.

In these letters Kane continually reproaches Mar-
garet with living in deceit and hypocrisy. We have
very few of her letters, so that we do not know how
far she defended herself. The compiler of the book,
though a non-Spiritualist, says: " Poor girl, with her
simplicity, ingenuousness and timidity, she could not,
had she been so inclined, have practised the slightest
deception with any chance of success.53 This testi-
mony is valuable, as the writer was clearly intimately
acquainted with everyone concerned. Kane himself,
writing to the younger sister Kate, says: " Take my
advice and never talk of the spirits either to friends
or strangers. You know that with all my intimacy
with Maggie after a whole month's trial I cotiald
make nothing of them. Therefore they are a great
mystery."

Considering their close relations, and that Mar-
garet clearly gave Kane every demonstration of her
powers, it is inconceivable that a trained medical man
would have to admit after a month that he could make
nothing of it, if it were indeed a mere cracking of
a joint. One can find no evidence for fraud in these
letters, but one does find ample proof that these two
young girls, Margaret and Kate, had not the least
idea of the religious implications involved in these
powers, or of the grave responsibilities of medium-
ship, and that they misused their gift in the direction
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